
[image: image1]
The Mystery of the Incarnation
Jesus is truly 100% man
- born of a woman

- experienced physical limitations: 

hunger, thirst, fatigue, pain
- felt normal human emotions: 
love and affection, amazement,
pity, sorrow, anger

- had normal family relations: 
mother, friends, followers

- suffered death!

and
Jesus is truly 100% God

- taught of the Kingdom of God, proclaimed through parables

- called God “Abba” and claimed to be sent by his heavenly Father

- called himself “the Son of Man” (a title meaning “a human being” 
but also carrying messianic expectations)

- taught with God-like authority over the temple, the Sabbath, 

dietary laws, and the forgiveness of sins

- performed miracles (fed the multitude, healed the sick, raised the 
dead, walked on water, knew people’s thoughts and future events) 

- predicted that he would rise from the dead, and then did it!!!
The Jesus that the disciples encountered 2000 years ago was truly a human being. But with the eyes of faith, the followers of Christ peered into the human face of their Lord and recognized his divinity. He was not just a man, but rather both fully God and fully man. 
“Truly this man was the Son of God!”
Christ’s Divinity : believed throughout Christian history
Christ’s divinity has been the foundation of Christian faith ever since the first generation of Christians: 

* By His contemporaries : 

- St. John : “I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:34)

- The centurion : “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39, Matt 27:54)

- St. Thomas after resurrection : “My Lord and my God!” (Jn 20:28)

* By the first generation of Christians : 

- “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:1, 1:14) 
- “the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13) 
- “by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1)

* Throughout the first centuries of Christianity : 

* “We have also as a Physician the Lord our God, Jesus the Christ, the only-begotten Son and Word, before time began, but who afterwards became also man, of Mary the Virgin.” 

–Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Ephesians, (110 AD)

* “For if you had understood what has been written by the prophets, you would not have denied that He was God, Son of the only, unbegotten, unutterable God.” 
- Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho (155 AD)

* “This ray of God, then, as it was always foretold in ancient times, descending into a certain virgin, and made flesh in her womb, is in His birth God and man united.”

 - Tertullian, Apology (197 AD)

* “For Scripture as much announces Christ as also God, as it announced God Himself as man.” 

– Novatian, Concerning the Trinity (235 AD)

* Reaffirmed at the Council of Nicea (in response to the Arian doctrine that Jesus is not God, but only a superhuman creature) : 

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.


For us and our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man.”  

 
       —from the Nicean Creed, 325 AD 
The Big Picture …

According to Christianity :
Jesus Christ : 
 

Human

   &


Divine 
          (truly man)


          
          (truly God)

The Church :


Human

   &


Divine 
(made up of weak men)
       (the Body and the Bride of
       Christ, through which God 
       accomplishes his salvific plan)

The Scriptures :

Human
  
   &


Divine 


                   (fully the work of human authors)
        
   (fully God’s Word)
According to The Da Vinci Code:
Jesus Christ : 
 

Human

   BUT
       NOT Divine 
        (just a man)


          
(invented in 4th century)

The Church :


Human

   BUT
      NOT Divine 
       (made up of VERY weak men)
   (just invents status to gain power)
The Scriptures :

Human
  
   BUT
      NOT Divine

 


      
       (put together in 4th century)
              (written to support Christ’s divinity)
Christians believe in the Incarnation and see the supernatural nature of the Church and her Scriptures flowing out of the Lord’s union of the human and the divine. Since The Da Vinci Code denies the divinity of Christ, it cannot help but also deny the supernatural elements of the Church and the Scriptures. 
According to The Da Vinci Code… 

1) Jesus is only a man.

“Almost everything our fathers taught us about Christ is false.” (DVC 235)

The claim: Jesus was only a “mortal prophet… a great and powerful man, but a man nonetheless. A mortal. Not the Son of God.” (DVC 233) This was what everyone believed until the fourth century, when the notion of Christ’s divinity was invented at the Council of Nicea (325 AD) in order to boost the Church’s political power. 

* “This is it, folks”: If Jesus is not God, but only a man, our Christian faith is meaningless. 

* The historical evidence (the Gospels, the epistles, and the writings of the early Christians) all show that Jesus was seen to be both divine and human from the very start of Christian history. 

* The Council of Nicea had nothing to do with inventing Christ’s divinity—this had already been believed for three hundred years. The belief in Christ’s divinity, however, was being challenged by the wildly popular ideas of Arius—who argued that Jesus was the first and greatest of all God’s creatures, but still only a creature and not divine. The bishops that met at Nicea rejected Arianism and reaffirmed Christ’s divinity. 
2) The Church as we know it is a 
man-made lie.

The claim: Jesus intended to create a church that was led by Mary Magdalene and which celebrated the sacredness of womanhood. Jealous and power-hungry, St. Peter and the other male apostles stole the leadership of the church from Mary Magdalene. Ever since its inception, the Church has been a hoax that exists solely for political power and to further the suppression of women. 

* The four Gospels very clearly indicate that Jesus intended to found his Church so that his ministry and presence could be perpetuated throughout the centuries. (It was not meant to spread goddess worship or worship of the “sacred feminine.”) 

* The four Gospels also very clearly indicate that Jesus entrusted the leadership of his Church to St. Peter (Matt 16:18), and to the apostles in general (Matt 18:18). 

* We must ask ourselves: why in the world would Peter and the other disciples even want to steal the Church in the first place? To be persecuted and martyred, as its leaders? Mr. Brown’s assertions just make no sense. There was no political power or riches to be gained by leading the church, only certain death. 

The bottom line: Jesus Christ founded the Church, not first-century schemers and not Constantine. Although we are weak and sinful, Jesus works through the men and women that make up his Church in order to bring about the Kingdom of God on earth. 

According to The Da Vinci Code… 

3) The New Testament is a 
4th century invention
“’The Bible did not arrive by fax from heaven.’ The Bible is a product of man, my dear. Not of God. The Bible did not fall magically from the clouds.” (DVC 231)

The claim: There were “more than eighty gospels that were considered for the New Testament.” (DVC 231) Yet when the emperor and the bishops invented Christ’s divinity in the 4th century, they carefully selected as Scripture only those gospels that made Jesus appear divine. All of the other gospels, since they made Jesus’ appear to be human, were destroyed to erase the evidence of his humanity. 

- It does not appear that Mr. Brown has ever read the four Gospels, because Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John do present Jesus as fully human. 

- The Gnostic gospels were written much later than the New Testament books—they are not by any means the “earliest Christian records.” Likewise, contrary to the novel’s claims, they do not present Jesus as being a normal man but rather as a divine being. 

- It is no surprise to Christians that, as the novel’s Teabing character declares, “The Bible did not arrive by fax from heaven.” We know that God used men to write the books of Scripture, and that he used men to lead his Church in determining which books were inspired Scripture and which were not. 

4) Historical truth is unreliable
The claim: “History is always written by the winners. When two cultures clash, the loser is obliterated, and the winner writes the history books—books which glorify their own cause and disparage the conquered foe. … By its very nature, history is always a one-sided account.” (DVC 256) In other words, history cannot be trusted. 
​- Truth can be determined from history and from historical facts. It is true that a human being’s description of a given event can never be completely objective, due to our finite limitations. But this does not mean that objective historical truth cannot be achieved. 

(For example, an American’s account of September 11th is going to differ from a Middle Eastern description of the same events. However, despite these different viewpoints, concrete and objective facts are able to be reached. For example, the two World Trade towers were destroyed on that day.)

- We believe that history is not just a succession of political, military, and economic events. History does not have any meaning without a larger context, and that larger context is God. At the most fundamental level, history is the story of God’s intervention to save the human family—an intervention that climaxed in God becoming man in Jesus Christ, and an intervention that continues until Jesus comes again in glory. Our human history, in other words, is really salvation history.
Summary : 
The Da Vinci Code & the Incarnation

by Andrew Trapp
Jesus’ divinity, the Scriptures, and the Church—are all three mere human inventions? They are if The Da Vinci Code has any truth to its premise. This best-selling novel by Dan Brown promotes itself as a historically accurate novel that unveils to its readers long-hidden secrets about Jesus and the Church. Millions have been fascinated by its message and after 77 weeks on the market, it is still at the top of the charts. For us Christians, the book is a great illustration of how central the Incarnation is to our faith. If we mess up the Incarnation, we’ll mess up the rest of Christianity, because everything flows from Jesus Christ as true God and true man.

We Christians believe that Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully man—not 50% God and 50% man, but 100% God and 100% man. This is the mystery of the Incarnation. There are generally two ways that people misunderstand this truth. Those without faith see Jesus as a wise man who taught many beautiful things, but not as divine. Those with faith, on the other hand, believe that Jesus is God, but we can sometimes find it hard to believe that Jesus was really like us in every way but sin. In both cases, error occurs when we overemphasize one of Christ’s natures at the other’s expense. This mystery of the Incarnation is at the heart of our understanding of both the Bible and the Church.

The Incarnation and Scripture: Just as the infinite word of the eternal Father, Jesus Christ, took upon himself our weak human flesh, in Scripture the infinite words of God have been expressed within the finite limitations of human language. Just as Jesus was man in every way but sin, Holy Scripture is human language in every respect but falsehood. God accomplished this miracle through the freedom of the human authors of Scripture (and despite their weakness). The books in the Bible, thus, are unique in the history in the world—while fully the product of their human authors, who wrote using their own literary style and creativity, they are also fully the work of God. Like Jesus, then, Scripture is 100% human and 100% divine.

The same possibilities exist for misunderstanding the humanity/divinity of the Scriptures as for misunderstanding the humanity/divinity of Christ. For those without faith, the Scriptures are not divinely inspired but are simply the writings of men. They deny the divine authorship that is wedded to the human authorship, just as they deny all that is divine in Jesus Christ. We Christians believe that the Scriptures are fully the Word of God, but we can sometimes find it difficult to acknowledge that they are truly the work of weak men. It is hard to believe that God could have somehow used his weak followers to write the Scriptures, preserve them throughout history, and even to determine which books in fact were Scripture and which were not. We know that the Bible didn’t just “drop out of the sky” without human involvement, but we might be tempted to imagine, for example, that God sort of dictated Scripture word-for-word to his authors, like a CEO would dictate a letter to his secretary! 

The Incarnation and the Church. Likewise, the Church mirrors the mystery of the Lord’s Incarnation. Aware that he would one day return to his heavenly Father, Jesus established his earthly Church in order to perpetuate his ministry to mankind throughout the centuries and throughout the entire world. This means that through his Church, Jesus continues to teach his people, as surely as he taught them on the mount. Through his Church, Jesus continues to forgive sin, as surely as he forgave the penitent woman who bathed his feet with her tears. Through his Church, Jesus continues to feed his followers with his own Body and Blood, as surely as he fed the Apostles at the Last Supper. Through the Church, Jesus even continues to raise people from the dead—giving his children a new birth into eternal life through Baptism, a spiritual resurrection even greater than Lazarus’ merely physical resurrection. In other words, through his ongoing presence in his body, the Church, Jesus continues to minister to the world just as he did 2000 years ago!

So in the Church we find a marriage of humanity and divinity, just as we found in Christ and in the Scriptures. Jesus works through all baptized Christians to continue his ministry on earth—all of the faithful, laity as well as clergy. But it takes faith to believe that Christ could work such wonders through normal and weak human beings like you and me. Those without faith, who don’t believe that Christ is God, naturally see the Church as nothing more than a man-made political institution. Yet even among those who recognize Christ’s divinity, many find it hard to believe that God could possibly work through weak mankind to accomplish his will. This is the same mystery that we have trouble accepting in Jesus and in the Scriptures: surely God couldn’t truly have become a weak man and die upon a cross? Surely God couldn’t truly give us his word while fully respecting the freedom and creativity of fallen human authors?
To summarize: the union of humanity and 
divinity found in Jesus Christ is also found in
his Church and its Scriptures. It is possible to go wrong by ignoring the divinity in all three (the world’s approach) or by failing to give proper recognition to the humanity in all three (an easy mistake for Christians.) The Da Vinci Code is a perfect example of the world’s approach. It claims that Jesus was just a normal man whose divinity was invented in the 4th century. It claims that the Church is just a man-made political organization founded, not by Jesus, but by a group of jealous, woman-hating disciples. It claims that the New Testament was crafted together by emperor Constantine and church leaders in the 4th century in order to support the “new” concept of Christ’s divinity.

“I’ll never think about Jesus Christ or the Catholic Church in the same way again.” So wrote a reviewer on Amazon.com who had swallowed the historical-sounding lies of The Da Vinci Code. How sad. If we know anyone in a similar situation, perhaps we can challenge them to grow in two areas of their spiritual lives. First, we should challenge them to a greater intellectual understanding of our Scripture, our faith, and our history. If we all knew our faith as well as we knew the latest movies or football scores, nobody would be fooled by the weak claims of Brown’s book. And even more importantly, we should challenge them to a deeper relationship with the Lord through prayer. If a mere novel can lead someone to doubt their faith that Jesus was not really “the Christ” but only a man, then this person has not yet truly encountered Christ in his own life as the infinite God of the universe—true God and true man. 

(I have written other reflections at seminary to share the faith with friends and family. You can read them online at my low-tech website, www.CatholicHeart.com .)
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Good books:

The Holy Bible. Written by God through his People. The best place to start.

The Truth Behind the Da Vinci Code. Richard Abanes. Harvest House Publishers.

- Looks at many of the details of the novel from a factual, non-faith point of view. It is short and able to be read in a few hours.
De-Coding Da Vinci. Amy Welborn. Our Sunday Visitor Publishers.


- Another concise look at the claims of the novel. This one, however, is written from a faith perspective. It focuses upon what we believe as Catholics and why we should care about the novel’s claims, and it is entertaining to read.

The Da Vinci Hoax. Carl E. Olsen and Sandra Miesel. Ignatius Press.

- A longer book refuting The Da Vinci Code, also from a Catholic perspective, very thorough and well thought out. (see www.davincihoax.com)

Online articles :

(found by typing the title into any internet search engine 

like www.yahoo.com or www.google.com) 

“Eight Surprising Fictions in Dan Brown’s ‘Da Vinci Code’” – Alyson Ward, Ft. Worth Star-Telegram 

“Dismantling the Da Vinci Code” – Sandra Miesel, Crisis Magazine, Sept 2003

“Cracking the Anti-Catholic Code” – Carl E. Olsen, Envoy Magazine
“J. P. Holding on The Da Vinci Code”—a very interesting review by a Protestant writer

The Da Vinci Code : Faith vs. Fiction


Part 1 of 3 : Jesus, the Church, and the Scriptures : Truly Human and Truly Divine
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